
 
 
 
2020 has truly been a year to remember and 
we are only at the end of April!  With this year 
being the 75th Anniversary of VE day we know 
that many of you were planning celebrations 
to commemorate the end of World War II in 
Europe. 
 
As events are put on hold it has been 
announced today that Britain will continue the 
celebrations, but these will be done with 
social distancing in place.  The Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport has 
produced a set of links that you can use for 
your shops, homes and to help educate 
children.  
 
Don’t forget that Friday 8th May is a Bank 
Holiday this year to celebrate VE day.  
If you are marking the event in any way, 
please remember to adhere to the 
Government guidelines. 
 
If you do any of the suggested activities 
below, please send in your pictures so we can 
share them.  
 

 
 
Plan your VE Day Party 
 
VE Day Downloads 
 
Dan Snow’s VE Day Challenge 
 
 

Social Distancing 
 
There has been lots of talk over the last few 
days of social distancing being kept in place 
until the end of the year.   Here at the BID we 
are keeping a very close eye on this and we 
are in discussions with the Council about what 
this could look like when we return to the new 
normal.  
 
I have taken a few calls in the last few days 
about how this could work.  We will keep you 
up to date with any changes that happen and 
will work closely with you all to make sure that 
you are ready for when new guidelines are 
put in place so you can continue to run your 
business. 
 
 

Government Launches Small 
Business Micro Loan Scheme 
 

Chancellor Rishi Sunak has announced a 
micro loan scheme for small businesses as 
part of the Government's raft of measures to 
mitigate the economic damage caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The new Bounce Back Loan Scheme allows 
small businesses adversely affected by 
Covid-19 to apply for between £2,000 and 
£50,000, with the government guaranteeing 
100% of the advance and paying the interest 
for the first 12 months. 

The scheme opens at 9am on 4th May 2020 
with the Chancellor stating most loans will be 
paid within 24 hours of approval. Businesses 
will be able to access the loans through the 
existing network of accredited lenders.  See 
the Government website for more information. 

 
 

Other Useful links 
 
Business Support Tel: 0300 456 3565. 
Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org 
Government Guidance on Business Support 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme  
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme  
Summary of Government Business Support 
Measures 
HMRC helpline for outstanding tax 
liabilities: 0800 0159 559  

https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/plan-your-ve-day-party/
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/toolkit/
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/dan-snows-ve-day-challenge/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/
mailto:Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses


Harrow Council Business Support Page 
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 
London Growth Hub 
Apply for a Small Business Grant 
Business Lockdown Check List 
Crime Prevention Advice 
 
 

PC Simon Underwood 
 

 
 
Many of you might have heard the sad news 
about the passing of PC Simon Underwood 
from the Wealdstone and Marlborough Safer 
Neighbourhood Team. 
 
Simon was a wonderful police officer who has 
worked tirelessly for Harrow over the past 10 
years. In the last couple of years, Simon and 
his team have been at the core of the actions 
of the Wealdstone Action Group and the 
transformation in the area.  Simon had also 
worked in the town centre on a few occasions 
as well. 
 
All of us at Harrow have lost a trusted friend 
and colleague with Simon’s passing. 
  
Our Wealdstone have started a fundraiser for 
his family’s expenses, please do contribute 
what you can.  Our thoughts and condolences 
go to Simon’s family and colleagues at this 
difficult time. 
 
 

Government Grants 
 

Many of you have been in contact to say that 
you have now received your Government 
grants. This is great news and I am pleased 
that they are hitting your bank accounts.  
 
We know that the Council have been 
inundated with applications so please bear 

with them. They are working tirelessly to get 
them processed as quickly as possible.  
 
 

Extinction Rebellion update 
 
On Monday we reported that Extinction 
Rebellion were due to hold a demonstration in 
London on Thursday 30th April.  
 
This has now gone very quiet and it is 
expected that this will not take place, however 
we will not take this as red at the moment.  
 
There is however NO threat to Harrow or the 
town centre. If you do see or hear anything 
please do get in contact with us and we will 
pass on any information to the relevant body.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/support-businesses-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.growthhub.london/covid-19-coronavirus-support-for-businesses-and-employers/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-lockdown-check-list.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Crime-Prevention-advice-for-empty-commercial-premises-.pdf
https://www.gofundme.com/f/in-memory-of-pc-simon-underwood?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR1CZ3fFMc0iTfhzJjPMRY9swIkf11KRPNXdeootOEhkRgFgBzOuIe-d61w
https://www.gofundme.com/f/in-memory-of-pc-simon-underwood?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&fbclid=IwAR1CZ3fFMc0iTfhzJjPMRY9swIkf11KRPNXdeootOEhkRgFgBzOuIe-d61w

