
 
 
 
We hope that you had a good weekend, I 
think that we can all agree we would like to be 
out and about, but whilst the weather is nice, 
it does make lockdown go a bit quicker.  
 
This morning Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
returned to work and made an 
announcement.  Below are details of what he 
said, however he made it very clear that we 
have come a long way and he doesn’t want to 
rush into lifting current measures until it is 
clear that it is safe to do so.  
 
Boris also mentioned Captain Tom Moore.  I 
don’t think there is anyone in the country who 
doesn’t know about the 99-year old war 
veteran who turns 100 on Thursday and the 
amazing fundraising he has achieved for the 
NHS.  If you know someone like Captain Tom 
Moore who has gone all out to do something 
nice, not just for the NHS, please let us know 
and we will give them a shout out.  
 
I am pleased to report that there were no 
issues in the town this weekend.  I have 
spoken with both the police and Harrow 
Council this morning and although the town 
was busy no action was taken.  We are so 
pleased to hear that people are adhering to 
the Government guidelines.   
 
 

Boris Johnson’s 
Announcement 
 
The UK is at the moment of maximum risk in 
the coronavirus outbreak, Boris Johnson has 
said, as he urged people not to lose patience 
with the lockdown. 

Mr Johnson said "we are now beginning to 
turn the tide" on the disease. 

But he said he refused "to throw away all the 
effort and sacrifice" of the public and relax the 
lockdown too soon. 

Mr Johnson apologised for being "away from 
my desk for much longer than I would've 
liked" and thanked his colleagues who stood 
in for him - as well as the public for their 
"sheer grit and guts".  

Mr Johnson said he understood concerns 
from business-owners who were impatient to 
end the lockdown but warned a second peak 
of the outbreak could lead to "economic 
disaster” and asked for all to contain their 
impatience. 

He said there were "real signs now that we 
are passing through the peak" - including with 
fewer hospital admissions and fewer Covid-19 
patients in intensive care. 
 
Mr Johnson compared the fight against the 
virus to someone being attacked: "If this virus 
were a physical assailant, an unexpected and 
invisible mugger - which I can tell you from 
personal experience, it is - then this is the 
moment when we have begun together to 
wrestle it to the floor.  And so it follows that 
this is the moment of opportunity, this is the 
moment when we can press home our 
advantage, it is also the moment of maximum 
risk.  I know there will be many people looking 
at our apparent success and beginning to 
wonder whether now is the time to go easy on 
those social distancing measures." 

Mr Johnson said the UK has "so far 
collectively shielded our NHS" and "flattened 
the peak" - but he could not yet say when or 
which restrictions would be lifted to ease 
lockdown.  
 
Once the UK is meeting the five tests for 
easing restrictions - including a consistent fall 
in the death rate and making sure the NHS 
can cope - "then that will be the time to move 
on to the second phase" in the fight against 
the outbreak, he said.  He promised the 
Government would make decisions with 
"maximum transparency". 

Watch the full statement here. 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52374513
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52374513
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52374513
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-52440152/coronavirus-boris-johnson-s-statement-in-full


Extinction rebellion protest 
 
We have been informed that Extinction 
Rebellion will be staging a protest on 
Thursday 30th April 2020. 
 
I have been in conversations with the police 
and there is NO threat to Harrow as I write 
this.  We will be in touch daily and if there is 
any change, we will let you know via daily 
updates, emails and phone calls. 
 
The police have issued the following advice:  
 

• Please liaise with any staff working 
from your buildings 

  
• Be aware of subterfuge to gain entry in 

your buildings - do not admit anyone 
unless you are 100% sure they are 
who they say they are.  Don’t 
stereotype what you think a protester 
may look like. 

  
• Regulate any remote monitoring 

stations that might be in operation. 
  

• Review media channels - television 
and social media 

  
• Stay vigilant! Do not assume 

everything they state on public forums 
and social media are true - this 
campaign could evolve, and these 
communications could be a strategic 
feint and they may look at other 
strategies/targets.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Government Grants 
 
I have spoken with a few of you regarding the 
Government grants that are being processed 
by the Council.  I have spoken with 
businesses rates and they have been 
inundated with applications and are currently 
processing over 200 a day.  

 
As I am sure you can imagine businesses 
throughout the borough have applied for the 
grant, not just those in the town centre, and 
each claim has to be thoroughly checked to 
ensure that none are fraudulent.  
 
Please make sure that you have filled the 
form in correctly and that there are no errors 
so that this can be paid out as quickly as 
possible.  
 
 

Help the police 
 
You are now able to report a breach of Covid-
19 measures to the police.  Please see link 
below on how to do this.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Useful links 
 
Business Support Tel: 0300 456 3565. 
Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org 
Government Guidance on Business Support 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme  
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme  
Summary of Government Business Support 
Measures 
HMRC helpline for outstanding tax 
liabilities: 0800 0159 559  
Harrow Council Business Support Page 
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 
London Growth Hub 
Apply for a Small Business Grant 
Business Lockdown Check List 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Report a Breach 

Crime Prevention Advice 

Crime Hub Covid Advice 

https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/
mailto:Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/support-businesses-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.growthhub.london/covid-19-coronavirus-support-for-businesses-and-employers/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-lockdown-check-list.pdf
https://www.met.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/c19/tell-us-about-possible-breach-coronavirus-measures/
https://www.met.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/c19/tell-us-about-possible-breach-coronavirus-measures/
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Crime-Prevention-advice-for-empty-commercial-premises-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-Crime-Hub-Covid-Advice-.pdf
https://www.met.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/c19/tell-us-about-possible-breach-coronavirus-measures/
https://www.met.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/c19/tell-us-about-possible-breach-coronavirus-measures/
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Crime-Prevention-advice-for-empty-commercial-premises-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Crime-Prevention-advice-for-empty-commercial-premises-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-Crime-Hub-Covid-Advice-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Crime-Prevention-advice-for-empty-commercial-premises-.pdf
https://www.met.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/c19/tell-us-about-possible-breach-coronavirus-measures/
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Crime-Prevention-advice-for-empty-commercial-premises-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-Crime-Hub-Covid-Advice-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-Crime-Hub-Covid-Advice-.pdf
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-Crime-Hub-Covid-Advice-.pdf

