
 
 
 
As we approach the end of another week of 
lock down, we are looking forward to enjoying 
a bit of sunshine over the weekend, this will of 
course be staying in line with government 
guidelines.  We have heard many people say 
“typical, we go into lock down and the weather 
turns nice” However here at the BID we think 
the weather has made it a bit easier and we 
have loved seeing what people have been up 
to in the sunshine.  
 
We would like to say a massive thank you to 
all the keyworkers in the town, we really do 
appreciate everything you are doing and our 
clap last night was just for you.  
 
Over the weekend we will stay in touch with 
the police and Council so if you see anything 
untoward going on please get in touch.  We 
also ask that where possible you check your 
business premise regularly to make sure that 
it is safe.  
 
We wish you all a safe weekend and we look 
forward to seeing you soon.  
 
Stay safe and stay well. 
 
 

Rent Collection – New advice 

 

High street shops and other companies under 
strain will be protected from aggressive rent 
collection and asked to pay what they can 
during the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Business Secretary has set out yesterday 
(23rd April 2020). 
 
The majority of landlords and tenants are 
working well together to reach agreements on 
debt obligations, but some landlords have 

been putting tenants under undue pressure by 
using aggressive debt recovery tactics. 
 

To stop these unfair practices, the 
government will temporarily ban the use of 
statutory demands and winding up orders 
where a company cannot pay their bills due to 
coronavirus, to ensure they do not fall into 
deeper financial strain. The measures will be 
included in the Corporate Insolvency and 
Governance Bill, which the Business 
Secretary Alok Sharma set out earlier this 
month. 
 
Government is also laying secondary 
legislation to provide tenants with more 
breathing space to pay rent by preventing 
landlords using Commercial Rent Arrears 
Recovery (CRAR) unless they are owed 90 
days of unpaid rent. 
 
This will further safeguard the high street and 
millions of jobs by helping to protect them 
from permanent closure during this time. 
However, while landlords are urged to give 
their tenants the breathing space needed, the 
government calls on tenants to pay rent 
where they can afford it or what they can in 
recognition of the strains felt by commercial 
landlords too. 
 
Business Secretary, Alok Sharma, said: “In 
this exceptional time for the UK, it is vital that 
we ensure businesses are kept afloat so that 
they can continue to provide the jobs our 
economy needs beyond the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
Our unprecedented package of support can 
help commercial landlords, including through 
the recent expansion of the Coronavirus 
Business Interruption Loans Scheme. 
 
I know that like all businesses they are under 
pressure, but I would urge them to show 
forbearance to their tenants. I am also taking 
steps to ensure the minority of landlords using 
aggressive tactics to collect their rents can no 
longer do so while the COVID-19 emergency 
continues”. 

The temporary emergency measures are 
designed to acknowledge the pressures 
landlords are facing while encouraging 
cooperation in the spirit of fair commercial 
practice. They also come on top of a 
substantial package of business support 



measures, including a moratorium on 
evictions for commercial tenants for at least a 
3-month period. 
 
 

#RaiseTheBar Campaign 
 
Some of our businesses who have rateable 
values of over £51k are unable to access any 
grants or funding at this time and are 
struggling to make ends meet.  This is not just 
the big nationals but also affects small 
independents too.  
 
We are therefore supporting the Raise the Bar 
campaign to lobby government to raise the 
threshold from £51k to £150k. 
 

 
 
 

Other Useful links 
 
Business Support Tel: 0300 456 3565. 
Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org 
Government Guidance on Business Support 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme  
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme  
Summary of Government Business Support 
Measures 
HMRC helpline for outstanding tax 
liabilities: 0800 0159 559  
Harrow Council Business Support Page 
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 
London Growth Hub 
Apply for a Small Business Grant 
Business Lockdown Check List 
 
 

Sharing is Caring  
 
Many of you have been in touch with us this 
week asking to publicise what you are doing 
to help Harrow carry on whilst in lock down.  It 
is great to see businesses keeping going as 

best they can in these times, whilst adhering 
to social distancing.  
 
If you would like us to get a message out on 
Social Media, please get in touch.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://raisethebarcampaign.com/
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/
mailto:Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/support-businesses-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.growthhub.london/covid-19-coronavirus-support-for-businesses-and-employers/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-lockdown-check-list.pdf
https://raisethebarcampaign.com

