
 
 
 
We hope you had a good weekend and are 
enjoying the lovely Spring weather.  Although 
we are not able to do all the things that we 
usually do when the sun is out, we have 
enjoyed listening and seeing how everyone is 
coming up with great ideas on how to make 
the most of this time at home. 
 
I am pleased to report that although the town 
seemed busy over the weekend people kept 
within the social distancing rules. Both the 
police and the council enforcement officers 
were out over the weekend and we have 
received no reports of any bad behaviour.  
 
Please remember we are here for you and if 
there is anything you need please get in 
touch.  
 
Stay safe 
 
 

Furlough Scheme claim line 
now open 
 
The Government’s furlough scheme is now 
open.  If you have furloughed your staff 
please see the link below on how to claim.  
HMRC will pay the money into your account 
within six days so the sooner you apply the 
quicker you can have access to the money.   
Furlough Scheme. 
 
 

Other Useful links 
 
Business Support Tel: 0300 456 3565. 
Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org 
Government Guidance on Business Support 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme  
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme  

Summary of Government Business Support 
Measures 
HMRC helpline for outstanding tax 
liabilities: 0800 0159 559  
Harrow Council Business Support Page 
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 
London Growth Hub 
Apply for a Small Business Grant 
Business Lockdown Check List 
 
 

5 steps before lockdown is 
lifted 
 
Yesterday, the Rt Hon Gavin Williamson MP 
undertook the daily briefing.  
 
During this briefing, he outlined the five 
criteria by which the UK Government would 
consider lifting the lockdown. It's worth 
knowing these to better understand when an 
exit strategy might come into effect. 

"People are anxious to know when we are 
going to relax restrictions and when schools 
are likely to be fully back and open again. Of 
course, I want nothing more than to get 
schools back to normal, make sure that 
children are sat around learning and 
experiencing the joy of being at school. 
 
But I can’t give you a date, because before 
we do, we need to meet five tests. 
 
First, we must protect the NHS’s ability to 
cope and be sure that it can continue to 
provide critical care and specialist treatment 
right across the whole of the UK. 
 
Second, we need to see the daily death rates 
from coronavirus coming down. 
 
Third, we need to have reliable data that 
shows the rate of infection is decreasing to 
manageable levels. 
 
Fourth, we need to be confident that testing 
capacity and PPE are being managed, with 
supply able to meet not just today’s demand, 
but future demand. 
 
And, fifth, and perhaps most crucially, we 
need to be confident any changes we do 
make will not risk a second peak of 
infections." 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/
mailto:Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/support-businesses-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.growthhub.london/covid-19-coronavirus-support-for-businesses-and-employers/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-lockdown-check-list.pdf


Break in 
 
We had reports this morning that one of the 
stores in the town was broken into last night. 
One of the items that we understand was 
taken was the town link radio. If you have a 
radio please can we ask that it is locked away 
in a safe place.  
 
Trying to block the radio so no one has 
access to anything is not straight forward and 
has caused a few issues this morning. With 
staff being furloughed it has proved difficult to 
get hold of the right person to talk to which 
delayed the process.  
 
A big thank you to everyone that helped out 
this morning. This was very much 
appreciated.  
 
Please make sure that your place of work is 
securely closed and that all security measures 
are in place during this time.  
 
 

Shopping with children 
 
Here at the BID office we have taken a few 
calls from parents with children who have 
been asked to leave their children outside the 
shop. We understand that the government 
asked for people to only send one member of 
their household shopping, however, this can 
be difficult if you are a single parent.  
 
We have spoken with the Council’s 
enforcement team this morning and they have 
said that they will ask people to use their 
common sense on letting people with children 
do their shopping. They will not fine anyone 
who has to go shopping with a child as long 
as the parent is being responsible for their 
child. There are some families out there who 
do have to take their children with them and 
this is understandable. 
 
 

Ancona Coffee shop 
 
Ancona Coffee shop on Station Road is open 
for takeaways only.  They are open from 
8:00am – 3:00pm every day and are selling 
teas, coffees, smoothies, fresh sandwiches 
and paninis. 
 

Why not pop along and say Hi to Umar and 
the team if you are working in the town centre 
or doing essential shopping (They have social 
distancing measures in place). 
 

 
 
 

Trinity battles for survival 
 
Chris Perdue from Trinity on Station Road 
tells us this independent Harrow bar is facing 
a worrying and uncertain future.  Read his 
story here…….. 
 
With the lockdown looking to be further 
extended we are still in a whole heap of 
trouble but still fighting on all fronts as much 
as we can.  As yet, nearly 4 weeks in, not one 
penny of Government money to assist has 
been forthcoming. 
 
As we said before, the small business grant 
system is unavailable to us, as being in 
London, our rates are too high for us to qualify 
– which is ridiculous.  We are the very 
essence of a small business surely?  The loan 
system has proved to be a nightmare. Initially 
they wanted our houses as collateral – clearly 
something we are reticent about given the 
uncertainty of trade.  Apparently, that has 
gone now but the system is so complicated 
we have had to put that on hold for the time 
being. You would think that having been 
bailed out themselves the Banks would be 
happy to bail out the tax paying businesses 
that supported them.  But only 6,000 loans 
have been approved nationwide. 
 
Staff furlough money has still not been 
forthcoming. In fact, the portal to apply is not 
even open yet. We are looking after the staff 
who can’t rely on mum and dad through your 
kind donations. The others are sadly having to 
wait until this money comes through. 
 
Companies are still knocking on our door 
getting increasingly demanding for their 



money. Money which is nearly dried up. 
Ironically, it’s the businesses that are 
providing nothing that are the worst – stand 
up Biffa Waste (no bin collections but ring up 
daily demanding money!) and BT Sport (???!!! 
There has been no sport!). British Gas are 
telling us we’ve used more power being 
closed than being open! I think mercenary 
companies will not be judged well after this is 
all over. 
 
The Budweiser voucher scheme which many 
of you helped us try to set up doesn’t seem to 
have been a success unfortunately. Not sure 
why because it looked like hundreds of you 
applied for us. Thank you. 
 
We hate asking and are in fact quite 
embarrassed to do so – it’s not in our nature. 
But things are really getting quite desperate 
without the much-heralded help the 
Government said they would provide. We 
know there are many many people and 
businesses in the same position of course, 
but perhaps if you are not affected by this and 
can spare a tenner or even a share of our 
crowd funder details we would be enormously 
grateful.  
 
We have been stunned by the support we 
have already received and thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.  Who knows what the 
future holds but we are determined to keep 
the music going in Harrow.  Help Trinity 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-trinity-survive-the-covid19-crisis?fbclid=IwAR1F_iFdSwkyHfcr2ewAkqFSU2WXGcBBP1NOOq6TXsWgsFZk0q4cIs4R-kM
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-trinity-survive-the-covid19-crisis?fbclid=IwAR1F_iFdSwkyHfcr2ewAkqFSU2WXGcBBP1NOOq6TXsWgsFZk0q4cIs4R-kM

