
 
 
 
As expected, the Government last night 
announced that the lock down of the country 
would continue for another three weeks to 
tackle Covid 19.  This will be reviewed on 7th 
May when a decision will be made as to 
whether the restrictions will be lifted or 
extended.  
 
Secretary of State, Dominic Raab, said “The 
measures will only be adjusted when 
evidence demonstrates it is safe to do so and 
this is guided by scientific advice and 
evidence.  
 
If we ease up now, we risk sacrificing all the 
measures we’ve put in place so far and 
seeing a second wave. We must keep up the 
national effort.  
 
The good news is that we are beginning to 
see evidence that our efforts are paying off 
with the slowing of hospital beds being taken 
up by coronavirus.  
 
Let’s stick together, see this through and not 
give it a second chance”. 
 
We will of course keep you all updated when 
we hear anything but, in the meantime, please 
continue to follow the Government guidelines 
and stay safe. If you need to get in touch 
please do, we are here for you.  

We will also remain in contact with Harrow 
Council and the police over the weekend to 
make sure there are no issues in the town 
centre.  

Hope you all have a good weekend. 

Stay safe. 
 
 

Government announcement: 
Support for larger businesses 
 
Following a three-week extension on 
coronavirus lockdown measures, businesses 
that turnover more than £500 million can now 
apply for government-backed support, the 
Treasury said. The Government said loans to 
medium and larger firms is included in its 
£330 billion coronavirus support package.  
 
Initially, businesses with turnovers of over 
£500 million a year were not eligible for the 
coronavirus loan scheme. 
 
“I want to ensure that no viable business slips 
through our safety net of support as we help 
protect jobs and the economy. That is why we 
are expanding this generous scheme for 
larger firms,” Chancellor Rishi Sunak said. 
 
“This is a national effort and we’ll continue to 
work with the financial services sector to 
ensure that our £330 billion of government 
support, through loans and guarantees, 
reaches as many businesses in need as 
possible.” 
 
On Tuesday, the Government announced an 
overhaul of the emergency loan packages for 
larger businesses attempting to trade through 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The Treasury revealed plans to double the 
interest-free sums available to companies 
under the Coronavirus Large Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme (CLBILS) from £25 
million to £50 million, which would be a step 
forward from the previous terms introduced at 
the start of April which meant businesses with 
sales of between £45 million and £500 million 
could borrow up to £25 million. 
 
 

Message from HMRC 
regarding Furlough 

The Government changed the dates of 
employment for staff being furloughed. Below 
is a note from the HMRC on the changes that 
have taken place. 

 



• you can claim for employees that were 
employed as of 19 March 2020 and 
were on your PAYE payroll on or 
before that date; this means that you 
will have made an RTI submission 
notifying us of payment of that 
employee on or before 19 March 2020 

• employees that were employed as of 
28 February 2020 and on payroll (i.e. 
notified to us on an RTI submission on 
or before 28 February) and were made 
redundant or stopped working for you 
after that, and prior to 19 March 2020, 
can also qualify for the scheme if you 
re-employ them and put them on 
furlough. 

More information can be found at  GOV.UK. 

 
 

Important message from TfL 
 
Following a successful trial, buses in London 
will temporarily become middle door only 
boarding from Monday 20 April until further 
notice as part of our efforts to help combat 
coronavirus. This change will further improve 
safety for bus drivers, enabling better social 
distancing while the city is fighting the virus.  
  

The change to boarding will provide better 
protection for drivers, who are playing a vital 
role in helping other critical workers, like 
doctors and nurses, to tackle the virus. The 
safety enhancement follows a trial on nine 
routes to ensure that it was safe for all. From 
observing passengers across the 140 buses 
involved in the trial, we are confident that the 
low number of people currently using the 
network can keep a safe distance when 
entering and exiting through the same door.  
 
Together with the Mayor, we have repeatedly 
reminded members of the public that travel on 
public transport is only for critical workers 
making absolutely essential journeys. This 
has seen the number of people on buses 
plummet by around 85 per cent. 
  
The new operation of buses builds on the 
enhanced social distancing measures already 
introduced following close work with the trade 
union, Unite. These include signage asking 
passengers not to sit in the seats near the 
driver’s cab, improvements to the protective 
screen that shields drivers, and regular 

announcements to reinforce the need to keep 
a safe space from others. We are also 
exploring what more can be done to create a 
completely sealed partition between drivers 
and passengers which allows for both 
communication and ventilation. 
  
We have also introduced a rigorous cleaning 
regime to kill the virus across our services 
using new, anti-viral fluid in stations, depots, 
bus garages, trains and on buses, including 
the driver’s cab. 
  

Please note that during the period of these 
temporary arrangements where passengers 
enter through the middle-doors, they will not 
be required to touch in. Customers should not 
approach the card reader near the driver’s 
cab. These arrangements will be kept under 
review and will need to be adjusted as the 
Government begins to review the travel 
restrictions. 

 
 
 

Government Grants message 
from Harrow Council 

Local businesses have started receiving cash 
grants to see them through the crisis, with 
applications being processed daily by Harrow 
Council. 

The Business Support Grants, available to 
those in receipt of Small Business Rate Relief 
(SBRR) or Retail Discount Relief, help those 
that are struggling because of loss of 
earnings. 

Due to a large demand there may be a 5-
week wait between the application and 
payment. Find out more 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme#employees-you-can-claim-for
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants
https://tfl.gov.uk/campaign/coronavirus-covid-?intcmp=62419
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants


Useful links 
 
Business Support Tel: 0300 456 3565. 
Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org 
Government Guidance on Business Support 
The Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme  
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme  
Summary of Government Business Support 
Measures 
HMRC helpline for outstanding tax 
liabilities: 0800 0159 559  
Harrow Council Business Support Page 
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 
London Growth Hub 
Apply for a Small Business Grant 
Business Lockdown Check List 
 
 

A message from M&S Store 
Manager Carolina Michael-
George 
 
Your M&S St Anns Foodhall is open and has 
all the fresh food and essentials you need. 
We’ve implemented extra measures to help 
keep our customers and colleagues safe and 
well. 
 
Our opening hours have changed:  
Monday - Friday 8am-6pm  
Saturday - 9am- 6pm 
Sunday - 11am-5pm  
 
To support our customers and communities 
during this difficult time we are setting aside 
the first hour of trade for our older and 
vulnerable customers, and for our brilliant 
NHS and emergency workers. For older and 
vulnerable customers this is 8am-9am on 
Mondays and Thursdays. For NHS and 
emergency workers this is 8am-9am on 
Tuesdays and Fridays.  
 
Our quieter times to shop are generally from 
3pm onwards.  
 
At busy times, you’ll be greeted by a 
colleague who’ll manage the number of 
customers in store. We’re cleaning trollies, 
baskets, screens and all touch points hourly 
and deep cleaning every night.  
 
As you shop please stay 2m apart from other 
people in the store. We’ve put markings on 

the floor to help you when you’re in a queue. 
Colleagues have time on their shifts to wash 
their hands every half hour.  
 
We’ve installed sneeze guards at our tills. 
Please pay by card if you can. To help you, 
the limit on contactless payments has 
increased to £45 and you can Mobile Pay Go 
using our app. We’re also asking customers 
not to scan their sparks card, but to use the 
contact us link on M&S.com to have points 
added when you get home.  
 
We’re so excited that M&S Food is 
sponsoring Britain’s Got Talent again this 
year, and we’ve got the perfect feast to eat 
while you watch this Saturday night. Our 
Pizza Meal Deal is back, you can pick up 2 
pizzas and 2 sides for just £10. To finish on 
something sweet, try our British Sapphire 
Raspberries - just £4 a pack or try a tub of our 
brand-new Percy Pig Ice Cream – which 
launched in St Anns M&S this week!  Keep an 
eye out for this ultimate treat in our frozen 
aisle on your next weekly shop. 
 
We’re re-stocking the shelves throughout the 
day and M&S delivery drivers and suppliers 
are going the extra mile to ensure a good 
supply of essentials, alongside all your M&S 
favourites. 
 
We’re also continuing to maintain food surplus 
redistribution through our partnership with 
Neighbourly. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.businesssupport.gov.uk/
mailto:Enquiries@businesssuporthelpline.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-grant-through-the-coronavirus-covid-19-self-employment-income-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19/covid-19-support-for-businesses
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19/support-businesses-employers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.growthhub.london/covid-19-coronavirus-support-for-businesses-and-employers/
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/businessgrants
https://www.ha1bid.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Business-lockdown-check-list.pdf
https://www.marksandspencer.com/c/food-to-order/not-just-any-food/britains-got-talent

