
 
Dear Members 
 
With respect to current working operations, in consultation with Board of Directors and in line with 
Government advice, we have taken the decision with immediate effect to re-locate our office based 
team to a home working environment with the necessary support and management in place. 
  
Throughout this enforced period, the team are contactable at all times via the usual channels to 
offer support where required and we will maintain our communications to the membership as the 
crisis develops, and all being well resolves itself in the coming weeks. If you do not have specific 
emails or numbers just drop us an email on info@ha1bid.co.uk.  
 
We will send out regular Covid-19 communications from me that the team work hard to prepare, 
and we will continue to keep you all updated with helpful links for your business. 
 
As the country heeds the advice of the government the town is getting quieter. If your business is 
doing anything to help the local community please let us know so that we can help push this out on 
social media for you.   
 
We have been contacted by some local community groups looking for donations to help the elderly 
and those that are unable to get out. If you are able to help in any way please let us know so that 
we can put you in touch.  
 
Most importantly Stay Safe, Stay Well and keep talking to us and your colleagues. I look forward to 
meeting with you in person in the not too distant future where we can raise a smile and a glass and 
get "Our Place" back thriving. 

 

Announcement by The Government  

 
The Prime Minister says we can 'turn the tide' on coronavirus in 12 weeks in the UK. To do so, we 
must apply collective, determined action and follow medical advice to save 1,000s of 
lives whilst the we explore the following; 
• Better at testing - who has had it, who is carrying it. An antibody is being explored to test to see 

if you have had it and are therefore less vulnerable and can return to work. 
• Increase in daily testing - will increase from 5,000 to 10,000 to 25,000 by Public Health 

England, to help with management of the virus. 
• It will take time to come on stream, in the meantime, we MUST ALL FOLLOW the advice to 

save 1,000s of lives; 
1. Anyone with a high temperature or a persistent cough should self-isolate for 7 days and the 

rest of the household stay at home for 14 days. This is to allow for a possible incubation 
period. 

2. People should avoid gatherings where they can transmit the disease with immediate effect.  
3. Stop all non-essential contact with others. It is recommended to work from home where 

possible, stopping unnecessary travel. 
4. Government advice by this coming weekend is that the public should expect that those with 

serious health conditions should be shielded from social contact for around 12 weeks. 
5. Ensure you wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds. 

Understandably, people are very concerned about their jobs and livelihoods and 'businesses must 
stand by their employees as the Government will stand by companies'. 

 

mailto:info@ha1bid.co.uk


Coronavirus bill: Emergency powers 
legislation published 
 
The government has now published the full legislation on emergency powers to deal with the 
coronavirus. The measures stated in the bill will be debated on Monday. Under this new law, some 
measures have been proposed which could be implemented for up to two years, such as: 
 
• Airports could be shut 
• People held on public grounds 
• Immigration officials could place people in isolation 
• Ports could be shut suddenly 
• Medical students and retired clinicians could be called in to treat patients 
• Tenants to get protection from eviction 
• Doctors to be able to discharge patients more quickly 
• More court hearings could take place by phone or video 

 
The first debate of this 329 page legislation will take place today (23rd March), and will be fast-
tracked through with 'nodding', rather than through the slower medium of voting lobbies. Some 
measures would seem draconian in more average times such as police forcing people to self-
isolate if they show symptoms, however Health Secretary Matt Hancock has said the powers were 
"proportionate to the threat we face". 
 
There is some unease about the length of the emergency bill being implemented for - the laws 
would last up to two years. The government insists the measures can be 'switched on and off' 
based on medical advice. 
 

Updated Information on Government Backed 
Lending Facilities and Business Support 
 
• Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) 
• CBILS for Businesses and Advisors 
• CBILS Accredited Lenders and Partners 
• CBILS for Accredited Lenders 
• HMRC helpline for outstanding tax liabilities: 0800 0159 559 (Corporation, Tax, PAYE, VAT)  
• Business Support Helpline 0300 456 3565 Email enquiries@businesssupporthelpline.org 

 
 

 

Government Response 
 

• Coronavirus Action Plan 

• Chancellor announces additional support to protect businesses 
 
 

https://thefitzroviapartnership.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jhddihky-olkthjdjyu-k/
https://thefitzroviapartnership.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jhddihky-olkthjdjyu-u/
https://thefitzroviapartnership.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jhddihky-olkthjdjyu-o/
https://thefitzroviapartnership.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jhddihky-olkthjdjyu-b/
https://www.gov.uk/business-support-helpline
mailto:enquiries@businesssupporthelpline.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan/coronavirus-action-plan-a-guide-to-what-you-can-expect-across-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-announces-additional-support-to-protect-businesses


 

For Businesses 
 

• London Growth Hub support 

• Gov.uk Guidance for Employers and Businesses 

• ACAS Guidance for Business and Employees on Homeworking 

• Employer Guide to Statutory Sick Pay (SSP) 

• Preparing your staff for homeworking 

 

 

For Individuals 
 

• Number of cases (Gov.uk) 
• Information from the NHS 
• Diagnosis and Analysis 
• NHS Stay at home advice 
• Gov.uk - When to isolate 

  

 

Wellbeing advice 
 

• Looking after your mental health (Mental Health Foundation) 
• Looking after your wellbeing information from MIND  
• Coping with stress information from the WHO 

  

 

Working from home advice 
 

• ACAS advice to employers and employees 

https://www.growthhub.london/covid-19-coronavirus-support-for-businesses-and-employers/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19
https://archive.acas.org.uk/homeworking
https://archive.acas.org.uk/homeworking
https://www.gov.uk/employers-sick-pay
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/home-working
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public#number-of-cases
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public#number-of-cases
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public#diagnosis-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public#diagnosis-and-analysis
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing/
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/coping-with-stress.pdf?sfvrsn=9845bc3a_2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/coping-with-stress.pdf?sfvrsn=9845bc3a_2
https://archive.acas.org.uk/homeworking
https://archive.acas.org.uk/homeworking
https://archive.acas.org.uk/homeworking


  

Travel updates 
 

FCO current advice: 
As countries respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, including travel and border restrictions, the FCO 
advises British nationals against all but essential international travel. Any country or area may restrict 

travel without notice. 

 
• Gov.uk Travel Advice 
• Travel advice by country (FCO) 
• Travel Insurance Rights 

  
  

 

 

• Check to your symptoms at NHS 111 
• Information frm the WHO 
• Latest from NHS 
• Public Health England 

  

 

 

 

Should you require any further information, or help with 
ongoing concerns/issues please don't hesitate to contact 
Louise Baxter at louise.baxter@ha1bid.co.uk  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.abi.org.uk/products-and-issues/topics-and-issues/coronavirus-qa/
https://www.abi.org.uk/products-and-issues/topics-and-issues/coronavirus-qa/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england

